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regarding immigration? Should school lunches be healthier? What impact does social  
Childhood obesity is a growing problem, what can be done about it? What are the  
are the pros and cons of school uniforms? Is global warming real? What impact do 
 
Librarian-Faculty Collaboration to Support First-Year 
Student Topic Development 
 
 
What impacts would legal marijuana have on the United States? What are the reason    
The consequences of fracking in the US? What can be done about guns and control in   
How do steroids affect your body? What is the impact of media on body image? How   
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First-Year Research: Topic Development 






33% were uncertain whether selected topics met instructor approval 
 
Head, A. J. (2013). Learning the ropes: How freshmen conduct course research once they enter 
college. Project Information Literacy Research Report. http://dx.doi.org/10.2139/ssrn.2364080  
“For the most part, we found first-term freshmen were relieved to be free of 
rigid high school curricula. They were eager to dive into deeper research 
projects on topics that interested them.  
And yet, at the same time, they were overwhelmed at the thought of sorting 
through the amount of information available to them in college.”  
Head, A. J. (2013). Learning the ropes: How freshmen conduct course research once they enter 
college. Project Information Literacy Research Report. http://dx.doi.org/10.2139/ssrn.2364080  
Writing 150 Students: Topic Approval 
Writing professor approves topics before students start on papers 
 





Students emailed the professor with their tentative topics for approval 
 
4 sections of 30 students…. 
 
Librarian would be out of the loop 
 
Students out of the loop 
A Tech Solution 
Google Sheets provides asynchronous online support 
Students post their potential research questions for feedback 
Students may also post links to preliminary research they’ve found 
Librarian has a head start before research instruction session 
Image source: http://ryzklytix.com/ryzklytix//wp-content/uploads 

Student Responses 
Students asked to rank helpfulness of library instruction throughout the 
semester 
 
Thanks!  
 
Questions? 
